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QUESTION BANK (ODD SEMESTER) 

FICTION –15CEN1A 

 

SECTION – A  (2 MARKS) 

 

1. What does Mrs. Bennet wish Mr. Bennet to do? 

2. What kind of young man is Mr. Bingley? 

3. How does Mr. Darcy conduct himself at the ball? 

4. Why doesn't Darcy ask Elizabeth to dance? 

5. Describe the personalities of Elizabeth and Jane. 

6. Why does Elizabeth dislike Bingley's sisters? 

7. Why does Elizabeth sit down for two dances? 

8. Who overhears Darcy‟s speech to Bingley? How does she react? 

9.  What most impresses Mrs. Bennet about Bingley‟s sisters? 

10. Write the names of four novels of Jane Austen 

11. Write the first line of the novel 'Pride and Prejudice'. 

12. Why does Elizabeth refuse to marry Collins? 

13.  Why does Darcy's proposal make Elizabeth angry? 

14. How did Wickham agree to marry Lydia? 

15.  Who is the author of Ivanhoe? 

16. What is King Richard known as? 

17. Where place is King Richard returning from? 

18. What type of work does Gurth do? 

19. Who holds the real authority in England while Richard is away? 

20. Who is in love with Rebecca? 

21. How long after his father's death is David born? 

22.  Why does David go to Yarmouth? 

23. Who is Mr. Murdstone in David Copperfield? 

24. To which school David was sent? 

25. Why does Mr. Lockwood go to Wuthering Heights? 

26. What happened to Lockwood the previous summer? 



27. How does Lockwood describe himself? 

28. How would you describe Heathcliff? 

29. How does Heathcliff react to Lockwood‟s intrusion? 

30. In her letter, what does Isabella ask Nelly to do? 

31. What is Edgar‟s response to Isabella‟s unhappiness? 

32. What defense does Heathcliff offer for his treatment of Isabella? 

33. Why is Heathcliff especially angry at Edgar? 

34. How would you describe Catherine and Hindley? 

35. Who is upset most by Heathcliff‟s death? 

36. What do Cathy and Hareton plan to do? 

37. What is the address of the rooms that Watson and Holmes share? 

38. According to Watson, who is the owner of the stick? 

39. What does C.C.H (engraved on the stick) stand for? 

40. What is an oxymoron in The Hound of the Baskervilles? 

41. How could Baskerville Hall be described? 

42. Why does Stapleton pretend his wife is his sister? 

43.  Who established the Baskerville curse? 

44.  What happens to Henry at the end of the story? 

45. Why wasn't Mrs. Stapleton at dinner on the night Sir Henry was attacked?  

46. Who is Frankland? 

47. At the beginning of the novel, Holmes sees Watson through __________. 

48. Why is Charles Strickland considered a genius in The Moon and Sixpence? 

49. What was Strickland's employment in England? 

50.  What did Strickland die of? 

51. Discuss how Jack is characterized in “ The Lord of the Flies”? 

52. Which of the boys is the first to denounce the power of the conch? 

53. Who first speaks of the beast in the jungle? 

54.  Who suggests Ralph and Piggy should go to the party? 

55. What chant do the boys sing as they dance? 

56. Who is left among the boys that remain loyal to Ralph? 

57. Who takes responsibility for the events on the island? 

58. Which two main characters does the book open up to ? 

59. What does Simon find when he finally reaches the Beast? 
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60. What is the setting of 'Lord of the Flies'? 

61. How and why do the boys make fire? 

62. Is Simon afraid of the forest? 

63. What does Mrs. Dalloway remember of Peter Walsh? 

64. What kind of a novel is Mrs. Dalloway? 

65. What does Clarissa Dalloway lack? 

66. Why did Clarissa marry Richard Dalloway? 

67. Who is Mrs. Dalloway? What does she do for a living? 

68. How would you describe the main characters of The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie? 

69. What is the narrative technique used in the novel The Prime of Miss Jean 

Brodie? 

70. What is Clegg's job at the beginning of the novel” The Collector”? 

71. How does Miranda react to Clegg's butterflies? 

72. What does Miranda do while Clegg is away in London? 

73. What is the primary social barrier between Clegg and Miranda? 

74. What does Clegg first plan to do with himself after Miranda dies? 

75. What does Miranda do while Clegg is away in London? 

SECTION –B (5 MARKS) 

SHORT NOTES. 

1. What is a short summary of Pride and Prejudice? 

2. What is the main theme of Pride and Prejudice? 

3. Who is the pride and who is the prejudice? 

4. Is Pride and Prejudice a happy ending? 

5. Jane Austen‟s original title for the novel was First Impressions. What role do 

first impressions play in Pride and Prejudice? 

6. Analyze how Austen depicts Mr. Bennet. Is he a positive or negative figure? 

7. Discuss the importance of dialogue to character development in the novel. 

8. Discuss the importance of dialogue to character development in the novel. 

9. What happens after the Meryton Assembly? 

10. How is Austen a moralist? 

11. Describe the personalities of Elizabeth and Jane. 

12. Why does Darcy's proposal make Elizabeth angry? 

13. Explain the subplot in “Ivanhoe”. 
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14. What Atmosphere is created at the end of the seige? How? Explain 

15. What are the outlaws of Sherwood Forest? 

16. Write a short note on the style of „ Ivanhoe”. 

17. Describe the friendship between David and Steerforth. 

18. What happens when David arrives at Salem House? 

19. Why is Peggotty angry with David's mother? 

20. What events in David Copperfield mirror events from Dickens's own life? 

21. What is a short summary of David Copperfield by Charles Dickens? 

22. What is the significance of the image of the mist rising on the terrace around 

Mrs. Steerforth and Miss Dartle? 

23. How does David Copperfield's attempt to "form Dora's mind" provide insights 

into his character? 

24. What surprising aspect of Mr. Micawber's character is revealed when he 

exposes Uriah Heep's fraudulent activities? 

25. How does Dora Spenlow's death help move the plot forward? 

26. How could Emily Bronte write “ Wuthering Heights”? 

27. How does the opening set the tone for the novel? 

28. How does Catherine feel about Heathcliff? 

29. What is Catherine‟s reaction to Isabella‟s infatuation with Heathcliff? 

30. Write  a short note on the narrative structure in the novel “ Wuthering Heights” 

31. What was the Hound of the Baskervilles about? 

32. How does the Hound of the Baskervilles end? 

33. How did Sir Charles die? 

34. Who Killed Sir Charles in The Hound of the Baskervilles? 

35. Write a short note on Stapleton. 

36. Explain the secret behind Barrymore. 

37. Who was Laura Lyons?. Narrate in detail Dr. Watson‟s meeting with her. 

38. How do Sherlock Holmes and Arthur Conan Doyle handle class differences? 

39. What did Dr. Watson discover about Barrymore‟s activity at night? 

40. Give a brief description about Devonshire countryside. 

41. Why Charles Strickland is considered a genius in The Moon and Sixpence? 

42. What are the main episodes in Somerset Maugham's novel 'The Moon and 

Sixpence?' 
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43.  What are two examples of vivid imagery in The Moon and Sixpence? 

44. How far does Golding present Simon as a figure of goodness in chapter 1? 

45. In lord of the flies, how does golding use the setting to explore ideas and themes 

46. What is significant about the weapons used at the end of Lord of the Flies? 

47. How is Jack presented in Lord of the Flies? 

48. According to Golding, what role does male aggression play in Lord of the Flies? 

49. What is the problem with Piggy and Ralph's plan to build the fire on the beach? 

50. What rule does Ralph set for the tribe? 

51. Who finds the conch shell and whose idea is it to use to call a meeting? 

52. Explain Ralph's actions when he faces the Lord of the Flies. 

53. Compare and contrast Ralph and Simon. 

54. How does Jack use the beast to control the other boys? 

55. Woolf created Septimus Warren Smith as a double for Clarissa. In what ways 

are Clarissa and Septimus different? In what ways are they the same? 

56. Is Mrs Dalloway a downer? Or is it uplifting? 

57. How does Mrs. Dalloway evoke the Modernist idea of subjective reality. 

58. How does Mrs. Dalloway include the fantasy or fantastic elements typical of 

Modernist novels?. 

59. Why do Clarissa and Septimus use Shakespearean allusions in Mrs. Dalloway? 

60. What are some comic elements in Mrs. Dalloway? 

61. What is being critiqued in Mrs. Dalloway and how? 

62. how Virginia Woolf uses the narrative technique “stream of consciousness" in 

her novel. 

63. What is the connection between Mrs. Dalloway and The Hours?  

64. What narrative techniques are significant in Virginia Woolf's Mrs. Dalloway? 

65. How is the novel Mrs. Dalloway different from the conventional plot-driven 

novel?. 

66. Comment on the sentimentality in Mrs. Dalloway. 

67. How would you describe the main characters of The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie? 

68. How does fascism connect with a formative element in The Prime of Miss Jean 

Brodie? 

69. How is the theme of religion explored in the novel The Prime of Miss Jean 

Brodie? 
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70. Describe the narrative structures used in The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie.  

71. An assessment of Clegg's mental condition in “ The Collector”. 

72. The significance of Miranda‟s relationship with George Paston.  

73. What is the conclusion of the novel “The Collector”? 

 

SECTION-C 10 Marks 

1. Explore Austen's portrayal of the women in the novel. In what ways does she 

sympathize with their plight, and in what ways is she unsympathetic? 

2. Austen's original draft of this novel was titled First Impressions. Explain why this 

title makes sense, as explore the reasons why Pride and Prejudice is more apt. 

3. In what ways does Austen portray the family and community as responsible for its 

members? 

4. Explain why Austen ends her novel with a line about the Gardiners, even though 

they are minor characters in Pride and Prejudice. 

5. Describe the effect of the omniscient narrative perspective in Pride and Prejudice. 

6. How does Sir Walter Scott emphasize the cultural differences between the invading 

Normans and the native Saxons? What literary devices does he use? 

7. Discuss the significance of Rebecca‟s character. How do she and Isaac reveal 

Scott‟s views on the discrimination common at the time, if at all? 

8. Discuss the importance of each of the three major settings of the novel: Ashby, 

Torquilstone, and Templestowe. 

9.  How does Scott use historical events, such as the Third Crusade and the Norman 

invasion of England, and historical figures, such as King Richard and Prince John, 

in constructing his fictional work? 

10. Contrast Ivanhoe with his main antagonist, Brian de Bois-Guilbert. What do the 

events of the story reveal about their characters? 

11.  Ivanhoe has two heroines, Rowena and Rebecca. Which seems more important? 

Why? 

12. How does the idea of constancy of emotion and love figure into the novel and 

illuminate David’s character? 

13. How does Dickens use contrasting pairs of characters to illustrate good and evil in 

the novel? 

14.  In what ways does David Copperfield operate as social comment? 

http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/copperfield/character/david-copperfield/


15. Discuss the role of memory in David Copperfield. 

16. How does Dickens present the idea of redemption through different characters? 

17. Compare and contrast Heathcliff to Edgar. Also, compare and contrast Catherine to 

Isabella. What similarities and differences do these characters have? 

18. The Gothic elements of Wuthering Heights are made credible by the ordinariness of 

the narrators.‟ How far would you agree with this view? 

  

19. Discuss the ways in which Emily Brontë uses the different locations in Wuthering 

Heightsin order to emphasise the themes of the novel. 

  

20. „Gothic literature is concerned with the breaking down of barriers and boundaries.‟ 

How far do you think this statement is true of Wuthering Heights? 

  

21. How does Emily Brontë make use of weather and the natural world in the novel? 

  

22. How far does Wuthering Heights fit the traditional pattern of a tragedy? 

23. „Relationships between fathers and children are key to understanding Wuthering 

Heights.‟ How far do you agree with this assertion? 

24. What scenes or details in The Hound of the Baskervilles do you think illustrate his 

character especially well? To what extent do you think the character described in 

the story lives up to his myth? 

25. How does Holmes use his imagination to solve crime? Use a specific example, and 

also contrast this use of the imagination to that of Watson. 

26. How would you characterize the relationship between Watson and Holmes. 

27. How does the novel explore the conflict between rationalism and the occult? 

28. Throughout the book, what are the skills Holmes made references to that he 

learned as a dective?.  

29. What does the author think of Rev. Robert Strickland's biography of his father? 

30. Summarize the “ The Moon and Six Pence”. 

31. What does it mean to say that Lord of the Flies is an allegorical novel? What are 

 its important symbols?  

32.  Compare and contrast Ralph and Simon. Both seem to be “good” characters. Is 

 there a difference in their goodness?  



33.  How does Jack use the beast to control the other boys?  

34.  Describe instances in which a "sane" character thinks or utters a phrase that is 

amplified in Septimus Smith's madness. 

35.  From the brief scene Virginia Woolf presents, describe Clarissa and Richard's 

marriage. 

36. What are Clarissa Dalloway's values 

37. Describe the major settings for the novel. Why does Woolf use the settings she 

does? What is the time period of the story? How important is the time period to the 

attitudes and issues of the characters? 

38. What role does Sally Seton play in Clarissa‟s life, and what is the significance of 

her surprise appearance at the party? 

39. Critically analyse the novel “ The Prime of Miss Jean brodie” 

40. Feminism was a burgeoning social issue at the time that John Fowles wrote The 

Collector. How do you think it influenced him. 

41. What role does class play in the novel? How do the class differences between 

Miranda and Clegg prevent them from seeing eye to eye? 

42. There are two points of view in The Collector, that of Miranda and that of Clegg. 

How do their respective viewpoints complement and oppose each other? 

43. What effect does Miranda's death have on the narrative? Why might Fowles have 

chosen to have Miranda die in the end, rather than escape? 
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