
D.K.M.COLLEGE FOR WOMEN (AUTONOMOUS),VELLORE-1. 

III BA ENGLISH 

LITERARY CRITICISM 

 

SECTION-A  2 MARKS MQUESTIONS 

 

1. Define the distinctive feature of poetry? 

2. What is art according to Aristotle? 

3. Define three unities.  

4. What are the requirements for Tragic Hero? 

5. Define anagnorisis? 

6. Discuss the important feature of epic poetry? 

7. What is Mimesis? 

8. Define Catharsis.  

9. Define Plato’s views on poetry. 

10. What is Hamartia? 

11. Define Peripatetia. 

12. Define Anagnorses. 

13. In the Republic, what Plato advises? 

14. What does Longinus discuss in On The Sublime? 

15. What are the sources of the "sublime" in On the Sublime by Longinus? 

16. Define Longinus concept of sublimity. 

17. Define Horace’s Ars Poetica. 

18. Who accuses poetry? To whom Sidney responds? 

19. Write any two points that Stephen Gosan says about poetry. 

20. How Sidney was defending Poetry? 

21. How Sidney defines poetry? 

22. How Poetry is superior to Philosophy? 

23. How does Sidney’s Sidney answers to Stephen’s objections? 

24. Write any two points about Stephen’s view on poetry. 
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25. Write any two points about Sidney’s view on poetry. 

26. To Sidney, what is the primary reason poetry is the most important 

discipline? 

27. Define didactic poem. 

28. Define Heroic couplet. 

29. What are the general qualities of the critic? 

30. Why critic should posses the knowledge of nature? 

31. What were the laws for the critic? 

32. Why should a critic have an objective approach? 

33. What are the characteristics of a good critic? 

34. What made Dryden to write Fables? 

35. Name the two writers whose work Dryden has translated. 

36. Why did Dryden compare the works of the two writers? 

 37. Who is the famous writer Chaucer is compared with? Why? 

38. Define three unities? 

39. What is the importance of Samuel Johnson's Preface to Shakespeare? 

40. Mention the significance in preface to surface? 

41. How does Shakespeare violate three unities of time? 

42. What is the importance of Samuel Johnson's Preface to Shakespeare? 

43. What is the theory of three unities? 

44. Why Shakespeare is superior to all writers? 

45. Write the merits of Shakespeare Writings. 

 

SECTION-B  5 Marks  

1. How does Shakespeare violate the three unites? 

2.  How might one analyse Dr. Samuel Johnson's Preface to Shakespeare? 

3.  Define Johnsons preface to Shakespeare in a classical literary criticism? 



4.  Write short note on Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

5.  Write a short on William Shakespeare. 

6.  Write a difference between Didactic poem and Heroic couplet. 

7.  Write a short note on Plato. 

8. What does Plato said about education? 

9.  Who is Plato in Greek Mythology? Explain 

10.  Explain Aristotle’s views on poetry and tragedy. 

11.  Write a short note on Aristotle. 

12. Write a short note on Longinus. 

13.  Write a short note on Horace. 

14.  Who is Aristotle and what was his major contribution to philosophy? 

15. How many types of poetry in Aristotle’s Poetics? 

16. What does Horace says about poetry? 

17. What was the purpose of writings in “Apology for Poetry”? 

18. What two ideas does “An Apology for Poetry” deal with? 

19. What is the origin and meaning of the word poet? 

20.  How is poetry superior to philosophy and History? 

21.  What according to Sidney is the relationship between pleasure and 

learning? 

22.  What is the essence of Sidney’s Defends against Poetry? 

23.  What was the quality of good critic? Discuss. 

24.  Why the critic should follows the laws? 

25.  Why Poet’s influence should not be there in their works? 

26.  Write a short note on Dryden. 

27.  Why Dryden was influenced by Comparative writings? 



28.  What was Dryden learns by comparing? 

29.  Why Dryden Says Chaucer is great writer? 

30. Discuss Dryden’s view on Greek Poets. 

 

SECTION-C  10 Marks  

1. Discuss Aristotle view on the relative importance of Plot and Characters 

in a tragedy. 

2.  Discuss Aristotelian concept of tragic hero. 

3.  Explain Aristotle’s view on manner of poetic imitation. 

4.  How is the nobility of diction as a source of the sublime? Discuss. 

5.  Discuss Longinus as a classic or romantic critic. 

6. Mention the sources of Sublime. 

7. What was the major contribution “On the Sublime” to the history of 

literary criticicism. 

8.  How important is poetic tradition, according to Horace? 

9.  How does Johnson defend Shakespeare's Violation of the three unities in 

"Preface to Shakespeare" and what are the major points in the "Preface to 

Shakespeare?  

10.  "Preface to Shakespeare" a landmark in Shakespearian criticism? 

11.  How does Johnson evaluate Shakespeare as an artist in his A Preface to 

Shakespeare? 

12.  Discuss the merits and defects of Shakespeare as given in Johnson's 

"Preface to Shakespeare."  

13.  What are the major neoclassicist themes in an Essay on Criticism by 

Alexander Pope? 

14.  Discuss the relationship between form and content in Pope's An Essay 
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on Criticism. 

15.  Explain how an "Essay on Criticism" provides a good summary of 18th 

century ideas about nature and its role in human endeavor in general. 

16.  What ideas about human nature underlie Pope's An Essay on Criticism? 

17.  What ideas about human nature underlie Pope's An Essay on Criticism? 

18.  What seem to be some of Alexander Pope's main concerns in the 

epigrams of "An Essay on Criticism"? 

19.  According to Pope, in An Essay on Criticism, how should one approach 

in learning? 

20.  In his Preface to Fables Ancient and Modern, Dryden writes," I must 

justly give our countryman (Chaucer) the precedence (over Ovid)." 

Discuss this remark. Give answer in detail. 

21.  Discuss Dryden's techniques as a comparative critic with special 

reference to Ovid and Chaucer in... Evaluate Dryden's treatment of 

Chaucer in the Preface of Fables Ancient and Modern. 

22.  Discuss Dryden's place as a critic in the history of English literary 

criticism . 

23. Evaluate Dryden's treatment of Chaucer in the Preface of Fables 

Ancient and Modern. 

24.  Discuss Dryden's techniques as a comparative critic with special 

reference to Ovid and Chaucer in his Preface to Fables Ancient and 

Modern. 

25.  "Dryden was a versatile genius." Elaborate on this statement in the light 

of his representative works. What is meant by "versatile genius," in terms 

of his works? The question is very complicated. 
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