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WORLD CLASSICS IN TRANSLATION 

I M.A. ENGLISH 

UNIT -1: POETRY  SECTION-A  6 MARKS 

1) Briefly explain the poetic line given below 

“Midway on our life’s journey, I found myself 

In dark woods, the right road lost”. 

2) What are some of the styles that Dante uses in Inferno?  

3)  How does Dante’s stylistic diversity affect his larger presentation of Hell? 

4) How does allegory function in Inferno? 

5) Write a short note on the poem The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayam. 

6) How does Almustafa relate to cities? 

7) Give a short note on the poem “On Children” by Kahlil Gibran. 

8) Write briefly of about the poem “The sonnets to Orpheus”. 

9) What is Pushkin's relationship with his characters? 

10) How does Pushkin deal with the relationship between poetry and prose? 

11) What is the significance of Pushkin's descriptions of traditional Russian life in the 

countryside? 

12) Write briefly about the poem “The Height of Macchu Picchu” by Pablo Neruda. 

SECTION-B  15 MARKS 

1) Describe Virgil's function in the Inferno. How does he differ from Dante? What does 

he represent? Is he an apt guide or could someone else have done better? 

2) How does Dante grow as a character in the poem? How does his reaction toward 

sin change? 

3) Dante wrote the Inferno partly as a warning to the people of Florence. Describe the 

political events of the time and how they affected this poem. What do some of the 

characters in the poem have to do with Dante's political views? 

4) The Rubáiyát was published in 1859, the same year that Charles Darwin published 

On the Origin of Species by Natural Selection. What do Darwin's book and the 



Rubáiyát have in common in terms of their attitude toward religious dogma and 

traditional theological opinions?  

5)  Why are some views in the Rubáiyát characterized as hedonistic?  

6)  Write an essay explaining the difficulties a writer faces when translating into 

English a literary work written in another language?   

7) Give a detail description of the poem On Sorrow by KahlilGidran. 

8) How does KahlilGidran narrates the poem On Pleasure. 

UNIT II: PROSE  SECTION-A  6 MARKS 

1) What is the appropriate human response to God? Why? 

2) Do people have any power to manipulate God, according to Elihu? 

3) Does Job respond to Eliphaz' charge? 

4) What Eliphaz and Bildad only implied, Zophar says straight out! Why is God 

making Job suffer? 

5) Does Job think that he is wicked--that he deserves the punishment he is 

receiving? 

6) Does God set any limits to the damage Satan can inflict upon Job? 

7) Sketch a character of Job. 

8) Sketch a character of Bildad. 

9) Sketch a character of Zophar. 

10) What are the chief elements of personal satire in Candide? 

11) What episodes reflect Voltaire's experiences at Potsdam? 

12) With what other character has Voltaire been identified? Why? 

13) What do you consider to be Martin's function in Candide? 

14) In view of Voltaire's relentless attack upon religion, what did he himself believe? 

15) Why is the prince's public image important to Machiavelli? 

16) What should a prince do to maintain a good reputation? 

 

SECTION-B 15 MARKS 

1) Job contains both poetry and prose, and the bigwigs think that the different 

sections may have been written at different times. What do you think? How does 

Job's prose frame story affect its poetic middle? And vice versa?  



2) The Book of Job is all about trying to translate the divine into something humans 

can use in everyday life. If God is so hard to understand, why do people believe in 

him?  

3) Job's friends help him, sure, but then they go off on these long rants about the 

nature of life and how badly Job must have messed up. Are these real friends? 

What is the nature of friendship in Job? 

4) God actually does address Job in the end, but many scholars argue that his 

answer fails to tackle Job's questions. Do you buy God's argument that Job has 

no ability to understand the ways of the divine? 

5) What are some differences between Job's three friends and Elihu? Job does 

question God, but he never shifts into full atheist mode. Why doesn't Job ever 

abandon God completely? 

6) By the time the book ends, everything is all hunky dory, right? What does the 

ending of the book say about Job and God's relationship? 

7) One of the main questions in the Book of Job is how a just God could exist when 

suffering is so common on Earth. How is the book designed to appeal to a 

skeptical audience? 

8) Faith and reason have never exactly been best bros, but this story takes it to a 

whole new level. How does the idea of blind faith play into Job's story and claim? 

9) What are three examples of surprising discoveries in Candide? In reference to 

such discoveries, with what popular fiction does Voltaire's narrative have 

affinities? 

10) Optimism, religion, and war are chief targets of Voltaire's satire. At the social level, 

what else did he satirize? 

11) What place does the rhetorical device of euphemism have in Candide? Illustrate. 

12)  Discuss these two quotations central to an understanding of Candide: "All is for 

the best . . . in the best of all possible worlds" and "We must cultivate our garden. 

13) Describe the qualities of Machiavelli's ideal prince. What characteristics should a 

prince possess, and how should a prince behave? 

14) Why is the prince's public image important to Machiavelli? What should a prince 

do to maintain a good reputation? How should the prince present himself to the 

people he rules? 

UNIT III : SHORT STORIES SECTION-A  6 MARKS 



1) How does class impact the characters' in "Boule de Suif"? 

2) What is the role of religion in "Boule de Suif"? 

3) How are the nuns portrayed"Boule de Suif"? 

4) What are the respective positions of the banker and the lawyer with respect to 

capital punishment? 

5) Why does the lawyer extend the bet from 5 to 15 years? 

6) Is the narrator impartial? Why or why not in “The Bet”? 

7) Briefly explain the short story “The Three Hermits”. 

8) What is the major theme of the short story “The Three Hermits”? 

 

SECTION-B 15 MARKS 

1) How is the theme of hypocrisy present in the narrative? Write some examples from 

the story “Boule De Suif”. 

2) To what extent is the central focus of Boule De Suif a presentation of a microcosm 

of French. 

3) What does the lawyer do to take solace in his time of imprisonment? How does his 

attention shift over the course of his imprisonment? 

4) How does the lawyer decide to conclude the bet, and why? 

5) Critically analysis the short story “The Three Hermits”. 

UNIT IV: DRAMA  SECTION-A  6 MARKS 

1) Sketch a character of Dushyanta in the drama “Shakuntala”. 

2) Who Cursed Shakuntala? 

3) What is the meaning of the name “Shakuntala”? 

4) Discuss briefly about the role of the chorus in the play “The Clouds”. 

5) Sketch a character of Strepsiades in the play “The Clouds”. 

6) Why does Ismene object to Antigone's plan to bury Polyneices? 

7) How does Antigone demonstrate pre-feminist ethics? 

8) Why does Antigone not allow Ismene to join her in her death sentence? 

9) What is the role of the Chorus the play “Antigone”. 

10) According to Molière, what exactly is a "misanthrope"? Is this too broad a term to 

use as a description of Alceste? 



11) What does the eventual union of Philinte and Éliante represent? Will they stay 

together? 

12) What is Madame Ranevsky's character flaw? 

13) What is Firs' significance in the play? 

14) Why does Lophakin fail to propose to Barbara? 

15) What does Charlotte's character represent in the play? 

SECTION-B  15 MARKS 

1) Give a critical analysis of the play “Shakuntala”. 

2) Discuss the relationship between the love and ring present in the play 

“Shakuntala”. 

3) Explain some major theme present in the play “Shakuntala”. 

4) Scholars consider the extant version of The Clouds to be an unfinished revision. 

Consider whether you believe the play to feel "unfinished" or not. Examine each 

position. 

5) Discuss the role of the chorus. Discuss the chorus's role both as a god-like figure 

and as a mouthpiece for Aristophanes. 

6) Compare and contrast ancient and modern stereotypes about the figure of the 

"Intellectual." Use modern books, magazines, TV, and cinema. What is different? 

What remains the same? 

7) Discuss Strepsiades's status in the play. Is he a hero? A tragic hero?An anti- hero? 

A tragic anti-hero? 

8) Discuss the role of money in this play. What does it do in this play? What values 

(or lack of values) does it connote? 

9) What is the seeming reason for Haemon's suicide? Does he kill himself only out of 

desperate love for the dead Antigone? 

10) Why isn't Creon killed by the plague that befalls him at the play's end? 

11) Why does Antigone not allow Ismene to join her in her death sentence? 

12) Explain Arsinoé's separation from the other characters. In what ways is she similar 

to Alceste? 

13) Explain Molière's decision to have so many men courting Célimène. Why would 

only one or two men not suffice? 



14) According to Molière, what exactly is a "misanthrope"? Is this too broad a term to 

use as a description of Alceste? 

15) Does Célimène have the capacity to truly be in love? Why or why not? 

16) What does the eventual union of Philinte and Éliante represent? Will they stay 

together? 

17) Compare and contrast Anya and Barbara. What are their characters like? How 

does the estate sale affect their futures? 

18) Discuss how this play is a mixture of comedy and tragedy, and why Chekhov 

specifically categorized this play as a comedy. 

19) How is Dunyasha an especially ironic character? Discuss in relation to her social 

status and her love of Yasha. 

20) Compare and contrast Trophimof and Anya's relationship with Madame Ranevsky 

and her lover in Paris. 

21) Describe the history of the relationship between Madame Ranevsky and Lopakhin. 

How does it change? What does this say about the historical period at the time of 

the play? 

22) What does the cherry orchard signify? Discuss three characters and how their 

views of the orchard are similar or different. 

UNIT V: FICTION  SECTION-A  6 MARKS 

1) What is ironic about Paneloux's first sermon? 

2) Many of the major characters in the novel – Rambert, Rieux, Tarrou – have 

varying philosophies. Which, if any, does Camus seem to side with? 

3)  

4) What is the effect of the novel’s structure of four parts? How does Camus begin 

and end parts? 

5) What do you think are the aims and conflicts of Svidrgaylov's character? 

6)  Why do you think Dostoevsky introduces Svidrigaylov into the story? What 

difference do you think he makes to the story? 

7)  What affect do you think his suicide has on the other characters? Does it change 

their outlook? 

8) Explain The epigraph that opens Anna Karenina is a quotation from the Bible. 



9) Give an account of Law, religion, and society are harshly condemn Anna’s 

adultery. 

10) Explain the use of contrast and irony in Madame Bovary. 

11) In what ways is Madame Bovary a realistic novel? What is "realism," in a literary 

sense? 

12) Discuss the use of symbolism in Madame Bovary, giving examples from the text. 

13) Briefly describe Flaubert's career as a writer and his place in the history of 

literature. 

14) Identify the following characters: Lagardy, Lariviere, Justin, Felicite, Canivet, 

Hippolyte, Roualt. 

15) How do Gregor’s feelings for his family change over the course of the story? 

16)  What is the major conflict in the story, and is it resolved by the end? 

17)  How is Gregor’s metamorphosis similar to Grete’s, and how does it differ? 

18) Write a short note on Metamorphosis. 

 

SECTION-B  15 MARKS 

1) What is unusual about the performance of Gluck's Orpheus that Tarrou mentions 

in his notebook? How does this unusual occurrence play into larger themes in the 

novel? 

2) Tarrou understands the plague as a metaphor for human indifference. How is 

Rieux's understanding of the epidemic similar to Tarrou's? 

3) What if Rieux hadn’t revealed himself to be the narrator at the end of the novel? 

Would that have changed things? Why do we need to know who told the story? 

4) What is the effect of having two sources of information, the narrator and Tarrou’s 

journal? It seems as though this is part of the narrator’s grand scheme for 

objectivity – does it work? Is the narration, in fact, truly objective? Can a narration 

ever be truly objective? 

5) If Camus was just trying to promote one or more pet philosophies, why did he write 

a fictional allegory instead of a philosophical treatise? 

6) What meaning does St. Petersburg bring to the novel? What would you 

automatically presume about a novel that was set in St. Petersburg? 



7) How different do you think today's St. Petersburg is to the St. Petersburg in the 

novel? How do you think the novel's meaning would change if it were set in today's 

St. Petersburg? 

8) How do you think the interior settings of the novel contribute to the novel's dark 

atmosphere? 

9) Critics are divided in their assessments of the novel’s overall views of women. 

Tolstoy shows sympathy for women who suffer in arranged, passionless marriages 

and who are shunned by society for the same crimes that men commit with 

impunity. Explain. 

10) Analysis why does Tolstoy often gives us access to Vronsky’s inner thoughts, but 

near the end of the novel he does not, leaving us wondering what Vronsky feels as 

he endures Anna’s jealousy and anger. 

11) Discuss the fantasies that motivate Emma and cause her unhappiness. In what 

way are they unrealistic? What do they indicate about her personality?  

12) Analyze the structure of Madame Bovary as a novel, pointing out the major scenes, 

the relationships between incidents and characters, the use of theatrical 

techniques, and the overall dramatic form. 

13) Compare the characterizations of Homais and Bournisien. What do they each 

represent? What is Flaubert's reaction to them? Are they fairly portrayed? 

14) Discuss the attitude of Flaubert towards the middle-class society he is describing. 

Use illustrations from the novel to support your view. 

15) No characters, Gregor included, try to determine how to cure Gregor. What does 

this suggest about Gregor’s transformation and how does it affect the reader’s 

interpretation of the story? 

16) Kafka grants readers access to Gregor’s thoughts, but we only learn about other 

characters through what Gregor sees, hears, and infers. How does this perspective 

affect the reader’s understanding of the story? 

 

 


