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REPORT OF THE PROGRAMME 

The Department of English organized a UGC Autonomous Funded National Seminar on 

“The Female Imaginarium”  on the 9th of March 2019 in the Brahmaputra Hall of DKM College for 

Women. The goal of the seminar was to bring together academicians and experts from different 

parts of the country to exchange knowledge and ideas on the creativity and the issues surrounding 

female identity which in turn would enhance the knowledge of the participants from various 

academic and research institutions. 

The seminar started with the 

inaugural session graced by the 

Secretary Thiru.D. 

Maninathan, the President Dr.T. 

Sivakumar, Dr. P.N. Sudha 

Principal, Dr. VernumCecilia 

Calier, Associate Professor & 

Head, Department of English, 

Auxilium College, Vellore, Dr. Nila Rajesh Asst. Professor Mercy College, Palakkad, Kerala and  

Dr. B. Kathiresan, Associate Professor & Head, Department of English from Thiruvalluvar 

University. The inaugural ceremony started with a prayer  by Mrs. R.Sarathy, Assistant Professor, 

Deapartment of English, which was  followed by the traditional  lighting of the  Lamp by the 

distinguished Guests. 

 Ms.V.P.Gayathri ,Head ,Department 

of English welcomed the gathering 

and introduced the guests 

Dr.Vernum Cecilia Carlier, 

Associate professor and Head of the 



Department of English, Auxilium College, Vellore and DR.Nila Rajesh, Assistant Professor, Mercy 

College, Palakkad, Kerala. 

She also introduced the theme of the National Seminar which was to throw light on the trajectory of 

the female imaginary (the imaginary here is a sociological concept), the question of the female 

subject position, and the future of the women’s movement after the third wave and deliberations on 

whether the feminist stance leans towards inclusivity. Dr. P.N. Sudha, Principal, DKM College for 

Women delivered the Presidential Address and appreciated the seminar theme on Feminism. The 

souvenir of the seminar was released by the Chief Guest and was received by Dr.P.N.Sudha, 

Principal, DKM College for Women. 

Dr.Vernum Cecilia Carlier, Associate 

professor and Head of the Department of 

English, Auxilium College, Vellore 

inaugurated the seminar by shedding light 

on the feminist issue and asked the forum 

to come out with a solution for the 

feminine riddle..Mrs. Indra Gandhi, Assistant Professor and Head of the department, English 

proposed the vote of thanks concluding the inauguration. 

The first technical session began by 11.00 am. 

Mrs. S.Asha, Assistant Professor in English, 

DKM College Vellore  welcomed and 

introduced the speaker Dr. Nila Rajesh Asst. 

Professor Mercy College, Palakkad, Kerala. 

The resource person addressed the gathering on 

the topic “TRANSNATIONALFEMINISM - 

TENSIONS, NEGOTIATIONS AND NEW 

ARTICULATIONS”. In this session Dr. Nila spoke about different waves of  feminism and  the 



need and growth of a transnational feminism which takes into account the different issues and 

problems faced by women from  Third World countries. Her speech further extended  to Anita 

Desai’s Fire on the Mountain  drawing attention to the fate of the female protagonists in the novel 

and the way they take on  structures of patriarchy and how it resorts to rape as a form of punishment 

for a woman who dares to violate its norms..  

The second technical session on 

the topic  “DE- GENDERING 

THE‘IMAGINARIUM’: 

SEXUAL POLITICS AND THE 

POETICS OF WRITING” by 

Dr.Supala Pandiarajan, Assistant 

Professor,  PG and Research 

Department of English, University 

of Madras,Chennai-5. began with 

the welcome Address by Mrs.M.Gayathri, Assistant Professor of English, DKM College for 

women. The resource person highlighted how the stereotypes are naturalised in the name of culture. 

She also spoke about how mainstream culture sanitizes deviant behaviour from women. Dr.Supala 

cited the example of the Kashmri poet Laleswari or Lal Din. In literature she is worshipped as a 

priest and on the other hand in oral literature she is portrayed as woman   driven  to lunacy  because 

of domestic violence. She concluded her speech with the idea that a gradual de-gendering can be 

seen in the way women are being portrayed in media which can prove to be beneficial to women in 

the longer run. 

The Paper presentations on the topic 

began from 03.30 to 5.00pm. 

Dr.Binu Anitha Joseph, Assistant 

Professor, PG and Research 



Department of English, Voorhees college,Vellore-1 was the moderator who judged all the paper 

presentations  by  the participants. More than 40 papers were presented in the seminar by the 

students and scholars, from various colleges and University like Madras Christian College, 

Auxilium College, Saradha College for women, VIT, and Thriuvalluvar University to name a few.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prize distribution to the paper presenters: 

 

 

 Newspaper clipping of the seminar dated 11.03.2019 

 


