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COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

● To introduce students to the sound system and the structure of English 

Language and lead to a greater understanding of human communicative 

action and relations through an objective study of language 

● This paper aims at studying the origin, evolution and growth of English 

language over the ages and understanding its phonetic and semantic 

structures. 

COURSE OUTCOMES: 

On the successful completion of the course students will be able to 

CO 

NUMBER 

CO STATEMENT Knowledge Level 

(K1- K5) 

CO1 Know the various organs and processes 

involved in the production of speech, the types 

and typology of speech sounds, segmental & 

supra segmental features of the English 

language, and transcription using IPA.  

K1  

CO2 Understand and explain morphological 

processes and phenomena. 

K2  

CO3 Enhance students ‘awareness that natural 

language is structure dependent and 

generative and to develop their ability to 

K3 



observe, describe and explain grammatical 

processes and phenomena 

CO4 Analyze the various processes involved in the 

generation of meaning. 

K4 

 

CO5 Summarize and develop new ideas in writing 

and put grammatical functions in writing and 

speaking. The history of the language will 

supply explanations both for the general, 

regular features of the grammatical structure 

and for its specific peculiarities and 

exceptions. 

K5 

 

MAPPING WITH PROGRAMME OUTCOMES: 

Programme/ 

Course outcomes 

PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 S M M S M 

CO2 S M S M S 

CO3 S S M M M 

CO4 M M S M M 

CO5 S M M S M 

 

S- Strong- M- Medium 

 

 

 

 



SYLLABUS 

UNIT-1                                                                                15 hrs 

Origin of Language 

1. The Descent of the English Language  

2. The Old English (Anglo-Saxon) Period  

3. The Middle English Period  

4. The Renaissance and After  

5. The Growth of Vocabulary  

[Text. History of English Language by F.T. Wood. Trinity Press. Revised edition, 

2016.] 

UNIT-2                                                                   15 hrs 

1. Change of Meaning  

2. The Evolution of Standard English  

3. Idiom and Metaphor 

4. The Foreign Contribution  

 [Text. History of English Language by F.T. Wood. Trinity Press. Revised edition, 

2016.] 

UNIT-3                                                                 15 hrs 

1. Language - Definition – Uses of language - Phatic communion (Language 

and Linguistics- J.F.Wallwork 1-13) 

2. Properties of language– Species specific and species uniform, Symbolic 

system, Arbitrariness, Duality of Structure, Productivity, Displacement, 

Cultural Transmission, discreteness, Inter changeability, Specialization, 

Non directionality (The Study of Language – George Yule Chapter 2) 

3. Origin of Language – Divine Source, Natural Sound Source, Oral Gesture 

4. Development of Writing –Pictographic, Ideographic, Logographic, Rebus 

Writing, Syllabic Writing, Alphabetic Writing 

UNIT-4                                                                 15 hrs 

1. What is Linguistics? – Linguistics as a Science  

2. Nature and Scope of Linguistics 

3. Synchronic and Diachronic approaches 



4. Branches of study 

5. Kinds of Linguistics - Descriptive, Comparative and Historical 

UNIT-5          15 hrs 

1. Introduction to Phonetics and Phonology – The unphonetic character of 

English Orthography and the need for a phonetic script – Phonetics, 

Phonemics, Phonics 

 (A Textbook of Phonetics for Indian Students – T.Balasubramaniam 

chapter 1) 

2. Introduction to Morphology and Word Formation 

3. Introduction to Semantics (Semantics - Geoffrey Leech 1-10; The Study 

of Language – George Yule- Chapter 9) 

Total No of Hours-75 

 

TEACHING METHODOLOGY 

● Classroom Lectures  

● PowerPoint Presentation 

● Work Sheets 

● Assignments and Tests 
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