
SHAKESPEARE 

Sem Sub 

Code 

Category Lecture Theory Practical Credits 

Hrs 

P/W 

Hrs 

P/Sem 

Hrs 

P/W 

Hrs 

P/Sem 

V  Core IX 6 90 6 90 - 3 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

● To enable the students to understand Shakespeare’s importance in 

English Language and Literature. 

● To study the plays of Shakespeare in the critical, textual, and theatrical 

contexts. 

● To develop in the students the ability to interpret, analyze and evaluate 

works of Shakespeare in the perspective of literary history and theory. 

 

COURSE OUTCOMES: 

 On the successful completion of the course students will be able to, 

 

CO 

Number 

 

CO Statement 

Knowledge 

Level 

(K1-K5) 

CO1 Know and recognize the dramatic prowess of 

Shakespeare’s genius and have a knowledge of his 

major literary creations  

K1 

 

CO2 Understand Shakespeare’s universality which means 

his ability to communicate to all sections of society 

and all times. 

K2 

 

CO3 Analyze the characterization, narrative techniques 

and the use of language in the plays. 

K4 

 



CO4 Analyse prominent themes in Shakespearean plays, 

appreciate Shakespearean language, literary 

elements and conventions in Elizabethan period. 

K4 

 

CO5 Synthesize acquired knowledge to critique his plays 

and enact important scenes from the plays. 

K5 

 

 

MAPPING WITH PROGRAMME OUTCOMES 

COS PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 S S M M S 

CO2 S S M S M 

CO3 M M S S M 

CO4 M S S S S 

CO5 S S S M S 

S- Strong; M – Medium 

SYLLABUS 

UNIT –I History         18 hrs 

1. Life and works of Shakespeare 

2. Shakespeare’s Historical plays – Historical Sources-Common Features- 

Language-Reflection of the English social class 

3. Henry IV, Part II 

UNIT – II Comedy        18 hrs 

1. Shakespearean Comedies - Sources- Common Features- Language-

Themes-Complex Plots-Mistaken Identities- Fools and Clowns- Use of 

Songs-Dramatic devices 

2. Twelfth Night (Detailed)   

 

     



UNIT- III Tragedy   18 hrs 

1. Shakespearean Tragedies- Sources-Elements of Shakespearean 

Tragedies – Themes– Language-Dramatic Aspects of Shakespearean 

Tragedy. 

2. Macbeth(Detailed) 

UNIT- IV Tragicomedy                                                       18 hrs 

1. Shakespearean Tragicomedy-Dramatic Elements- Characters-Functions-

Influence on the Romantics and on 19th & 20th century dramatists 

2. The Tempest 

UNIT – V Shakespeare’s Theatre                     18 hrs 

1. Playhouses and the Globe Theatre – Staging of the Play-Audience-Actors, 

Costumes- Influences 

Shakespeare’s Sonnets 

Sonnet27. Weary with toil, I haste me to my bed 

Sonnet18. Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?  

Sonnet116. Let me not to the marriage of true minds 

Sonnet104. To me, fair friend, you never can be old.  

Sonnet130. My mistress' eyes are nothing like the sun 

Total Hours: 90 

TEACHING METHODOLOGY 

● Classroom Lectures 

● PowerPoint 

● Screening Movies 

● Seminars 

● Assignments, Tests 

TEXT BOOKS: 

S.NO AUTHORS TITLE PUBLISHERS YEAR OF 

PUBLICATION 

1 The Philip 

Weller 

Henry IV, Part II Orient 

BlackSwan 

2014 

 



Annotated 

Shakespeare 

2 Helen Vendler The Art of 

Shakespeare’s 

Sonnets 

Harvard 

university 

Press USA 

Oct 2007 

3 The Philip 

Weller 

Annotated 

Shakespeare, 

Twelfth Night Orient 

BlackSwan 

2014 

 

4. The Philip 

Weller 

Annotated 

Shakespeare, 

Macbeth Orient 

BlackSwan 

2014 

 

5. Frank Kermode The Tempest Methuen & 

Co. Ltd. 

London. 

1971 

6. The Philip 

Weller 

Annotated 

Shakespeare 

The Tempest Orient 

BlackSwan 

2014 

 

 

BOOKS FOR REFERENCE: 

S.N

O 

AUTHORS TITLE PUBLISHERS YEAR OF 

PUBLICATIO

N 

1 Dr.S.Sen Twelfth Night Unique Publishers, 

New Delhi. 

2011 

2 Peter 

Ackroyd 

Shakespeare: 

The Biography 

Anchor Publisher Nov 14, 2006 

3. Kurian Shakespeare OrientBlackswan 2016 



Anna  

4. Leggatt, 

Alexander 

Shakespearean 

Comedy 

The Cambridge 

Companion  

2002. 

 

5. Michael 

Neill, David 

Schalkwyk. 

The Oxford 

Handbook of 

Shakespearean 

Tragedy 

Oxford Publishers 2016 

6. William 

Shakespear

e 

Macbeth Fingerprint Publishing 1 Nov 2016 

WEBSOURCES: 

1.https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/twelfthnight/summary/ 

2. https://www.nosweatshakespeare.com/play-summary/tempest/ 

3.http://www.shakespeares-sonnets.com/sonnet/18 

4.https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/William-

Shakespeare/ 

5.https://www.britannica.com 

7.https://www.britannica.com/art/chronicle-play 

8.https://www.thoughtco.com/shakespeare-histories-plays-2985246 

9. .kb.osu.edu › bitstream › handle › SHAKESPEARES_HISTORY_PLAYS 

10..https://www.thoughtco.com/how-to-identify-a-shakespeare-comedy-

2985155 

11..https://www.britannica.com/art/tragedy-literature/Shakespeares-tragic-

art 

12..https://www.thoughtco.com/introducing-shakespeare-tragedies-2985293 

13..https://www.britannica.com/art/tragedy-literature/Tragedy-and-modern-

drama 

14..https://www.britannica.com/art/tragicomedy 

15.https://www.britannica.com/topic/Globe-Theatre/images-videos 

16. TED TALKSlivepage.apple.com xix."Why Shakespeare? Because it's2016" 

https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/twelfthnight/summary/
https://www.nosweatshakespeare.com/play-summary/tempest/
http://www.shakespeares-sonnets.com/sonnet/18
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/William-Shakespeare/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/William-Shakespeare/
https://www.britannica.com/
https://www.britannica.com/art/chronicle-play
https://www.thoughtco.com/shakespeare-histories-plays-2985246
https://www.thoughtco.com/how-to-identify-a-shakespeare-comedy-2985155
https://www.thoughtco.com/how-to-identify-a-shakespeare-comedy-2985155
https://www.thoughtco.com/how-to-identify-a-shakespeare-comedy-2985155
https://www.britannica.com/art/tragedy-literature/Shakespeares-tragic-art
https://www.britannica.com/art/tragedy-literature/Shakespeares-tragic-art
https://www.britannica.com/art/tragedy-literature/Shakespeares-tragic-art
https://www.thoughtco.com/introducing-shakespeare-tragedies-2985293
https://www.thoughtco.com/introducing-shakespeare-tragedies-2985293
https://www.thoughtco.com/introducing-shakespeare-tragedies-2985293
https://www.britannica.com/art/tragedy-literature/Tragedy-and-modern-drama
https://www.britannica.com/art/tragedy-literature/Tragedy-and-modern-drama
https://www.britannica.com/art/tragedy-literature/Tragedy-and-modern-drama
https://www.britannica.com/art/tragicomedy
https://www.britannica.com/art/tragicomedy
https://www.britannica.com/art/tragicomedy
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Globe-Theatre/images-videos


17.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=khVubNIgS0o 

18.https://www.ted.com/talks/john_bolton_the_power_of_imaginatio

n_lessons_from_shakespeare#t-21959 

19.https://earth.google.com/web/@51.50808974,0.09712407,1

9.29451181a,25.00298886d,35y,-0h,60t,0r/data=KAI 

20.https://earth.google.com/web/@52.19664585,- 

21.1.7129966,44.1944912a,14249.33519552d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ClYaVBJOCi

UweDQ4NzBjNTIzZjgx 

22.ODgwMzc6MHhhZjMxODg2ZGNmNDE5OTc3Gb_Uz5uKGEpAIcMnnU

gwVfu_KhNTdHJhdGZvcmQtdXBvbi1Bdm9uGAIgAQ 

23.https://www.nosweatshakespeare.com/shakespeares-plays/play-

types/history-plays/ 

24.https://www.britannica.com/biography/William-Shakespeare/The-

early-histories 

COURSE DESIGNERS        

1.M.Angelin Mercy 

Asst. Prof in English   

2.R.Sarathy 

Asst. Prof in English 
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